
FOSTER CARE

For Our Children Foundation believes in the strenght of
partnerships and joint efforts of business, business
networks and civic organizations to improve the well-
being of children in Bulgaria.

Through the traditional Christmas party for the members
of the Bulgarian-Swiss Chamber of Commerce in 2019 you
made possible our message for happy childhood in a
family environment to reach all guests and friends of the
Chamber by dedicating your event to our cause for
development of the foster care in Bulgaria.

The best temporary care for children without parents
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THE EFFECT OF COVID-19
ON THE FOUNDATION'S
WORK

FOR THE FIRST
HALF OF THE YEAR:

We gave love and care of 6

infants in our Children's

House;

We saved 8 children from

abandonment in the

maternity ward;

We supported 25 children,

placed in 25 foster families;

We trained 46 families in the

courses for candidate-

adoptive parents;

We supported 40 children

with developmental

difficulties and disabilities;

We included 30 children in

socializing activities;

We trained 429 people in

parenting skills courses;

We worked on 34 cases of

reintegration.

We supported 981 children,

families and participants in

trainings, Among them:

The state of emergency announced on 13 March

2020 seriously affected the work of the whole

foundation. We stopped or seriously limited our

activities in the services - home visits, crisis

interventions in maternity wards, work in

kindergartens, matching meetings were stopped.

Other activities of the foundation such as

fundraising events and project activities were

also canceled or delayed. Most of our employees

have switched to work from home.

Our foster care center has also undergone a

transformation of working with foster parents

and the children placed with them. Our experts

did everything possible to protect and secure

childhood.



The people behind the quality foster care of

For Our Children Foundation are our 25

foster families, supported by:

1 manager of the Foster Care Center;

 3 social workers.

WHAT SPECIALISTS DO WE HAVE TO HELP
CHILDREN AND FOSTER PARENTS

A supervisor, who each month conducts

group and individual sessions with our

experts, and a therapist,  who leads the

monthly group classes of foster parents, are

strongly involved in the work of the Foster

Care Center.

If necessary, a foundation specialist in early

childhood development works with the

children in the foster families, and external

trainers are included for upgrading

trainings of the foster parents and the team.



For the first 6 months of 2020, with the support of our specialists, 25 children grow up and

develop with the care, attention and love of 25 foster families.

70% of these children come to foster families from a specialized institution or directly from

the maternity ward. For them, this is the best alternative until an adoptive family is found or

until it becomes possible for them to return to their biological family or be taken over by

relatives.

OUR RESULTS IN FOSTER CARE

25 children in foster

families, supported by

For Our Children

Foundation for the

period January - June

2020:

UP TO 1 YEAR  - 6 CHILDREN

FROM 1 TO 3 YEARS - 10 CHILDREN 

FROM 3 TO 7 YEARS - 6 CHILDREN

 OVER 7 YEARS - 3 CHILDREN

24 of these children are in the foster families we have been

working with since last year, and one is the newly placed

child for the period. A quarter are children with

developmental difficulties and problems, the care of which

requires even greater dedication and specialized

knowledge and skills of foster parents. For the first half of

2020, four children who received temporary care in foster

families were adopted by adoptive parents or returned to

families of relatives.

Two new families made the difficult choice to become

foster parents during this period. They passed the courses

for candidate foster families at our Center. One of them

was approved and accepted the mission to change

children's destinies.

We are proud that the 25 foster families we work with are

dedicated and willing to give all their love and attention to

heal injuries, to overcome deficits, to fight difficulties and

create children's smiles every day.



Н А Ш И Т Е    К А У З И

For the first six months of 2020, our Foster Care

Center has taken serious steps to adapt its daily

activities to the changed environmental

conditions. In the work with foster families the key

factors are direct contact with the parents and

children they care for, follow up and supervision of

the relationships and children's development. It

was this direct connection, created through

regular home visits and gathering in support

groups, that was put to the test during the last

months. The cancelled home visits to foster

families were replaced by frequent telephone or

video calls. Thus, our social workers constantly had

the opportunity to provide support in the care and

to react adequately if the tension increases due to

the imposed isolation.

On social networkd were created groups for foster

parents, where they could constantly exchange

information, share and support each other. Regular

meetings and upgrading trainings also took place

online. The challenge for foster parents with elder

children was the distance learning, for which they

again met the unconditional support of our

experts.

For the foster parents who had the opportunity to

go with their children out of town, the state of

emergency was a positive change: on the one

hand, through telephone and video contact, they

continued to receive the needed psychosocial and

emotional support, and on the other, the children

were in the countryside, in nature, where they

gained new impressions and experiences in a calm

environment, and the relationship foster parent -

child became stronger.

WHAT WE HAVE ACHIEVED 
and how the measures affected our work

Despite the restrictions, the favorite

of all kids International Children's Day

- 1st June, was celebrated in

compliance with preventive

measures. Gifts and colorful balloons

awaited the children in the newly

renovated hall of the foundation

building.

The traditional celebration with cake

and animators did not take place, but

our team had made its best to ensure

that every child we support left our

center with a big smile and bright

eyes.

Ten of the foster families, whose situation was

severely affected by the state of emergency,

received one-off packages with durable food

products suitable for the children placed with them,

in order to neutralize the temporary difficulties and

to keep the high quality of childcare.



Н А Ш И Т Е    К А У З И

On March 17, in the first days of the state of

emergency, despite the organization

difficulties, Katerina's first meeting with her

adoptive parents took place - her future "mom"

and "dad".

The excitement during this first "introductory

meeting" was huge for everyone - the adoptive

parents, Katerina, Vera and our social worker

Joanna. The child and the parents seemed to

recognize each other. Then, Joanna went on to

do everything possible to ensure that the

extraordinary conditions did not interrupt

Katerina's path to her new family.

The first matching meeting took place in

compliance with security measures, and then

the connection continued to be built online

with all the difficulties and limitations of this

format.  Patience was rewarded and soon the

foster mother handed over little Katerina to the

care of happy adoptive parents - to grow up in

her family, to be loved and embraced and one

day to become a successful independent

person. Because the family is the right of every

child.

Katerina's life did not begin in her mother's warm

embrace. Her first days were spent in a hospital,

where she was alone and isolated, with low

weight and problematic health. Fortunately, for a

short time, the girl stabilized and found the love

and care necessary for the normal development

of each child in the home of the foster mother

Vera Krumova.

A year and a half of tenderness, security and

family coziness followed in the foster family,

where the premature baby gradually became a

playful little child with great curiosity about the

world.

THE HAPPY STORIES, 
we write together

You can read the full story of Katerina  HERE

https://www.detebg.org/bg/da_namerish_mama_i_tatko_po_vreme_na_socialna_izolacia/


Н А Ш И Т Е    К А У З ИFOCUS ON FINANCES 
or how we invested the donated funds 



WHAT'S COMING SOON
The team of our Foster Care Center, the foster families and the children we care for are

looking forward to the resumption of socializing activities and support groups. This will

restore the density of the feeling of togetherness, and will help them feel accepted and

understood and to support each other in everyday problem situations. We believe that

exciting moments are coming. Moments that every family and community of friends deserves

- team building with a variety of entertainment for the little ones near Pernik, art classes,

excursions. At the same time, with the experience gained from the state of emergency, we

will keep online forms of communication to support and facilitate our work with people who

find it difficult to be physically present due to distance or other reasons.

Day care center for children with disabilities, difficulties and developmental problems;

Innovative therapeutic center;

Center for community support;

Foster care center;

Family-type accommodation center (children's house) for children from 0 to 7 years.

Till the end of 2020, on the site of the state's home for abandoned babies "St. Sofia", which

was closed in 2016 with our active intervention, a Complex for Early Childhood Development

will open its doors.

The complex will enable children placed in foster families to use a variety of professional

support and development services in one place which will help them overcome deficits and

develop their potential.

The Complex will include:



We continue to provide social services with the highest quality and to be the

support of children and failies at risk.

We keep moving on with partners like You!

We believe that our partnership lays a solid base for early development of

children to grow up as successful and confident adults.

Thank You that together we give opportunity of the most vulnerable children

to have a good chance in life, growing into a loving and developing family

environment!

THANK YOU, 
dear friends from the Bulgarian-Swiss

Chamber of Commerce!


